Changes in EEG alpha power to different disgust elicitors: the specificity of mutilations.
It is unclear in the literature whether the various disgust elicitors are differentially processed by the brain and/or able to elicit distinct psychophysiological response patterns. On the other hand, disgusting stimuli depicting mutilations have been proved to elicit a distinct autonomic response pattern and to demand greater attentional resources, as compared with other unpleasant visual stimuli. In this EEG study, 34 participants viewed 4 film-clips depicting surgery, cockroach invasion, human attack and neutral landscape during EEG recording, and then rated the clips for valence, arousal and the basic emotions. Independent of location, the highest cortical activation was found during the viewing of the surgery scene. Moreover, the above activation was prominent over the right posterior regions.